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PROLOGUE. 


Spoken by Mr BARRY. 


UR rate Bard @ bold Excar ſine tries, 
The er damp'd his Wing, ke dar'd to viſe : 
From Hope, high rais'd, all glorions Attions ſpring ; 
Tis hences that Hrroes conquer, Poets ſing. 
Even he may feel the ſoul-exaltring Five, 
F.me prompts the hambleſt B. ſom to aſpire. 
Witt a Guide this raſh Attemy't he made, 
W:thout a Clue from Art, or Learning's Aid. 
H rakes a Theme where tend'reft Paſſions glu, 
A Theme, — Grasdſir es felt with plc ain Woe. 
ex” ſad Tale he ſirives in cloath anew, 
hopes in place it in a ſtronger View. 
Poets, ke Painters, may, by equal Law, 
The lib rd Piece from diff rent Maſters draw 
Per haps improve the Plan, add Fire and (Grace, 
And ſtrike ta «9 way Soul rhrough all the Face. 
How far our Author has ſecur'd a Claim 
To this exalted Palm, this ui d- Fame, 
Your gererons Sentiments will ſoon declare : 


— is ever prone to 
'T were aſencſs f 6 your 
4 Britiſh ence will, at 

4 fluttering Truth he fearfol muſt confeſs 
His / anguine Friends made promiſe of ſucceſs, 
But that, he fears, their ardent Wiſhes wrought, 
—— 258 ſeldem ſees 4 — Efes, 

1 Re patient Friends, tis 

His next hall — you in a nobler Way. 
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A SGT 
SCENE, a» Antichamber in the Falace. 
Enter BURLEIGH and RatElGH. 


12 d oppoſing 
S bill at lng ba — mane 
headfirong faction urg'd its force within. 
os ROS agg race the. fr for day is cume, 
When this proud idol of the people's hearts 
Shall now no more be worſhip'd-- - Eflex falls, 
My lord, the minute's near that ſhalt unravel 
- The myſtic ſchemes of this this alpicing man. 
Now fortune, with odicious band, im ites us 
To her, and opens wide the gates of greatneſs, 
1 to power. My beart exulis; 1 fee, 10 
my Lord, our outmoſt with accomplith' 
I ſee great Cecil ſhine without a rival, 
And gland bleis him as ber guardian ſaint. 
Le in(truments I have prepar'd, 
As ihell, with fpecd, oferturn this bated 
And dath him down 


Kal. All arri 
Furl. — * when? 
Rat. This very hour, my lord: 

Nays more, a per.on comes, of high diſlinction, 
Lol god nn bo treaties made by Eilex, 

otland's Monarch and the proud Tyrone. 

"= How ſay'it? to prove em? 
Kal. Ay, my lord, and back d 


With Blunt; and Lee, were derp concern'd in this 
Deſtructive ſcheme, contriv'd to raile thus lord, 
And ruin Cecil. © it is a tubril, 
A deep laid miſchief, by the carl contriv'd, 
In heur maliguant, to o'erturn the ſtate, 
Aud (liorror to conceive :} 1 che — 
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| X elt wore woe than nine, 

And Burleigh naw may rank me for his friend. 
Purl. That inch a worth of foul thould be abuge ! 

Could 1 acculc my heart but of 4 thought | 

To do you wrong? If any pu pate ever 

Againtt your v earc uw my [but aroe 

Ibat loch'd with malice on your ling merit, 

Your matchleſs beauty, or your brighter virntes; 
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Words are 


Paſhun repul: 


Be ats " I 
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To tear with ce 
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my tortur'd foul ? 
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my ſhrinking foul, 
and cruthes | 
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ad Mame, rFElTntment deſpair, 
ng anarchy at 

aſeleſs 
ual to the woes I feel, 

ft ns what my beart ene ures 


pult confeſs, are great; 
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pronts tilfelcke for his ruin. 
FE then, ite Qu. p--- you know, bow fair he flands 
in ber eilen; 4 % Rur Find too, his wite, 
Han full 10994 oe tie rofel car. 
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me hicher, vou. 
Raleigh, "tis well - Wi ran Attend the 


Leave me to deal with this o'erbearing man. [Exit Ral. 


Enter Southamp. on. 
South. Where is the man, whom virtue calls her friend? 
give you joy, my lord !-- Your que nch leis tw: y, | 
length, prevaiks,---and now your malice ir 
You've hunted honour to the toils of faction, 
And view his ſtruggles with malicious joy. 


Your ſufFring country in ner braveſt fon ? : 
22 But, why ſhould flern reproach ber angry brow 
Let fall on me? Am I, alone, the cauie, 
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> The blend 1 9 thaft To 
poilon” ; 
Ambition, 2 — 
From thence they take and 
And honeſt merit is the Wh 
Burk. Your Shai 
The cool, 7 
No It * 
- 4. Ber. 
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My 2 
Appeal; -4 
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Muſt now befriend his cauſe. 2 
South. How ill had providence 
d the ſuſſ ring xorid*: oprreſt affairs; 
ſacred ri . — 7 left 
rafry pohitici ig] ay? 
Then 2 an pride we'd ſtretch i)” enormous graſp, 
a their arbitrary portion, juſee : 


Yet, mark me well, my lord! the clinging ivy 


With th? oak may riſe, bu! with it too muſt fall. 
Hut f. jo — threats, ambitious man, hurt not 
: fair innocence and faith, 


you'll meet me there.--Till then, farewel. [ Zuit. 
South. Confuſion wait thy Feps, thou cruel monſter : 
My noble and illuftrious friend's betray d, 
By crafiy faction, and og | web 
His ſinł ing trophies, and bis falling fame, 
Oppreſs my very foul. I'll to the Queen, * 
Lay all their envy open to her vie w, | 
Coniront their malice, and preſerve wy friend LD. 
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Lord Burleigh, ſtay; we muſt, 1 — 
Cont rence.--I ſee· this baſe cuntrĩvance plain 
Your jealouſy and your envy of 
His ſhining merit, he this bill to lighe : 
But mark me, as you prize ory high regard, 
And favour, I command you to ets it 2 
A . d 
your perplexing ichemes ; "twas ou began, 
Ard therefore you wult cud ie, 4 
Burl. I obey. 
Yet humbly would intreat you to confider 
How new, unpopular, this ſlep met be, 
To ſtand between your parkhament's enquiry 
And this effending lord We have fuch procfs--- 
1 —_— v0 mg beg, 
— rr 
e you on your allegiance 
T. Carmen — and to wait 
„9 


— No more! n 
[Exit Burl. 


File x, a traitor !---it can never be- 

gra and his honeſt foul diſlains it.--- 
F know him hor, ambitious, raſh, 7 patient ; 
But then, be firn.ly — 2. in his cuiy ; 
Tho? fi = INST Bat, 
prove advarc'd, fo honour'd, 

favour -- and fear, ſo near 

.--- This Bur'ciph bates him: 
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14 The Earl of ESSEX. 


But he fhall find his narrow ſchemes defeated. 
In vain their fraudful eff rs 11 
To ſhake my ſertled foul, 


SSEX arriv'd? confuſion to my hopes ! 
His — — wil me with the q 


Ferhaps, a pundtual order, e, 2 
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The lady Nottingham. — price, 

And Rurland' roo, will ke the cre — 

Bur fly, — me Noninghamy, [Exit Ral, 
een with new commotions, 

n many paris of her Jominions : 


'd for truth. 
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Amazing 

LN 4 — his Queen command! 
"Tis falle T—_ all. You wi a 
Burl. Madam, 1 with ſome other — 
Reports, I ſear, of great concern to you. 

Queen. What rumours, what reports ? Your frown we'd 
Denote ; your preface ſeems important 

Burl. Some new commotions are of late 
Iv Irelane, where le Weſt is all in arms; 
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Eich ſwelling tide came loaded wrh my wrongs; w 
And Eccho founded forth from fact ions voice ; T 
The Traytor Efſex.--- Was not hard, my Queen, - 1 
That whit I Hood in danger's dreadful front, 18 


thape of terror, 
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- Wart not hard, Of 
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world's derifan, and my Queen's abhorrence. | 
— forrh the vilkain, n+ enon!'d tongue Ti 
Would taint my honour, Ar 


Kamp conduct with 
| Loves tore a montter in the haunts of men, 
my wophics from their pillar's baſe, 
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him lor om their jul 
Then give him up to juſtice and the laws. _ 
4 You — well d to urge (everi:y.--- 
nded majeſty bur ſckiem wants 

Such ſharp adviſers.---- Yet, no attribute 

80 well befits th exalted feat fupreme, 

And pow'r's band, as clemency. 

Each crime muſt from its quality be jucg'd; 

And pity there ſhou'd interpoſe, where malice 
ag yp Agents ＋ Hence, I'll hear no more. 
Not. Madam, my ſen iments were well 

iT not malice, mov'd m A 
of tNE pubnc voc 
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My mind's Ahe Vd, and fend and Biker: 


[Exit Not. 
O vain diftinion of exalted ſtate ! Gi 


rank aſcends above the reach of care 
— ity can ſhield a from woe. 


ic nature's ſtronger rules, 
in and paſſion in her right prevail. 
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The Exl of ESSEX. 
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— — good heav'y, down, down, thou rebel paſſion, 
take the reins. Madam, tis well 
_ foldier falls 
His glory's tarniſl'd, and his fame undone. 
O bounteons recompence from royal hands 
Put you, ye implements, beware, beware, 
What honour wrong'd, and honeſt wrath can act. 
Queer. What would th” imperious traytor do! My life 
Beyond thy wretched purpoſe ſtands ſecure. 
Go, learn, at leiſure, what your deeds deſerve, 
And t;emble at the venpeonce you pro oke. 
Excumt Queen, Burk igh, Raleigh, &c. 
manent Sow hampton and Efer. 
pern“ wen. damnation! death wers 


Thy rage _ — conſ der well the great 
Advantage now your rath, ungovern'd te per 
Afﬀords your foes. The Queen, incens'd, will let 
Their fury louſe.---I iread the dire event. 

Has honeſt pride no juſt re nent left! * 
Nar 1 3 inzur'd 2 — 2 | 9 
High heav'n hear e re wrongs. 
Ho! ind nation burns within we? "0 
Vit du ſome dreadful thing, (1 know not what! 
Some deed as horrid as the ſhame I fee} ) 
Shall Hart le nature, an} alarm the world! 
Then henee, like hghtMning, let me furious fly 
2 deſtrujct7on at my foes cn high; 
Pull proud oppreffion from its tyrant lear, \ * 
3 glory, or — wy rae, [Exeuat, 


„ 
Of Eficx, leagu'd with deip'rare friends, 3 
2 tin, at length, 
Oe power'd by numbers and 
He tied for thelter to a final retreat, 
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H gr heav's aloue « 
Its unmolt frauds, ar 


#3 W may--tty bel 

Since Eilez is a travior: Falle to me? 
To me, hole arm rad him to pow'r and greatneſs; 
W..ote heart itili tondly thar'd in all his triumpha, 
And lech ev'u now nis trait rous deeds with pity ? 

Bu nence with phy, and the woman's pangs ! 
Reientment governs, and the Qureu tha.! puuith. 


Enter Barleigh. 

Burl. Ihuſtrious Queen, the traitors all are ſcia'd, 
Tu“ untelligence was true. Tueir black debates 
Were held at Drury houſe. The dire re iun 
Wa: this; that Ellex thou's alarm the ci: izzus 
To open mutiny, and bold rexethon; 
On this pernicious errand went the earl, 
Jo's by his defprate and ſeuiious friends. 
Their purpuſe was to ſcize your royal palace, 
And ſacreu perion ; but your tai 
As by one mind intora'd, one zcal inipir | 
Roſe up, at once, and with their virtue quelFd them. 

Thauks to tueir honeit, to their loyal bears ! 
Bu iay, were any perions elſe concern'd 
Of high diiti 
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to pronounce 
my ſoubs true dictates; 
t this one r 


aught you 
woes, and reconcile you to your fate, 
oceed ;---- and } with patient ear will hiten. 
E. My real errors, and my ſeeming criumcs, 
Wou.d weary mercy, and make goudacis poor: 
And yet the fource of all my greateſt faults 
Was loyalty miſled, and du y in Ny np 
$0 jealous was my uine heart, fo warm 
- - — — not bear the leaſt - 
picion of my to my queen. 
This drove me — 1 high cmnand in Ireland, 
I his too impeIF4 me to that rude behaviour, 
| Which jadty urg'd the ſhameful blow I fel. : 
ot this (O f al raſhneſs!) made me ibink 4 
My Qu-en had giv'n her Et.ex up, a wietunm = 
To ſtateſmenꝰs — and wicked policy. 
Sung by that piercing thought, my madneſs flew 
Beyond all bounds, and now, alas! hes brought me 
To this moſt thameful fall ; and, ay worte, 
Mv own re hes, and my Quden's diſplealure. 

Gzucen. Unhappy man! my yielding foul is touch'd, 
And pity plcads thy cauſe within my breaſt. 

El. Say but, my gracious fov'reign, ere I go 
For ever from your preſence, tha: you think me 
Gniltlefs of all attempts agaimſt your throne, +a 
And ſacred life. Mur faithful Eilex nefer N 
Could harbour in his breaſt to foul a thought, 
Bbeve it not, my Queen. By he+v'n, I iwear, 
When to the higheſt pitch of glory ais d,. 
The tp!endid noon of for: une's br ghtet“ lunthine, 

No! ag- of revown could yielt me halt 
The j»y, nor make my lite % greatly biett, 2 
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| And gave them ample ſcope for their defence; * 
But naught avaif'd, their crimes were too notorious. © 
They bore their ſentence with becoming tp; rit ; 
And here's the fayal mandate for their den hs. ---- 
The Lady Nottingham ! what brings her hither ! 


Eater Nottingham. 
Not. Lieutenant, lead me to the earl of Eſſex, 


to him from the Queen. 
ith his friend, the brave Southampton, 
their expected fate: g 
naint his lardſhip with your pleaſure. [ Exit. 
hat means this meſſage? does the Queen relent? 
F fear ſhe does: for ſuch a war of pallions, 


van ing lumulis never ſtrove within 


x brcaſt till now. Sometimes lhe rails a: Eſſex, 
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8 The Earl of E SSEX 
To what the malice »f my fo-s waald drive me} 
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To bear it to the Qu en, 
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nie. and iunominious * 
obdurate «xr, to ſavt oy bp 
y lord, vun all he "rs t 
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ungrateful man! 
hzar. ſhall pay the fine 
Oflove neglefted, and of beauty carne 


SCENE, vw Court. 


Dir O een. 
Ha! is not Nottingham return'd? 


Queen. Diſpa ch ſpeedy meſſenger haſte ber. 
My agitated . 90 


So near the brink of fate--unhappy man ! 
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EPILOGUE. 


By an Unknown Hand. 
Spoken by Mrs CIBBER. 


EWS: News ' good folks, rare news, and you ſha 
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Will in his favour move your critic how · l. 
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A poet's nothing worth, and = 
Unls/i he'll Far nifh, where there is a failing. 
Amuthors ia theſe good times are made and us d, 
To grant th ſt fawurs nature has refit. 
F k wont fibs what bounty can he crave * 
en me 22222 
Niy. eren WE ſtore, 
Ons ſex will adluays wigh---a litik e. 
F hell not herd his heart to this his 
And (ell (to who will buy ) wit, honour, b-outy . 
The bricklay*s ſtill, for him the prover trade is, 
To rong/ tu deal with gemthemun and ladies. 
— oo they ll -w avoid him ons ney lect him, 
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